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‘ N J eslaco- Genaro Velasco Lopez, 91, passed away on Monday,
June 6th, 2016.

He was a WWII veteran serving in the European Theatre. Genaro was born in Brownsville to
Manuel V and Angela Lopez. He was the middle child and had 6 siblings, Juan B, Santiago, Benito,
Manuel, Trinidad, and Angelita. He graduated from high school in Brownville.

Immediately after high school, Genaro would enlist in the Army-Air Corps to serve our country
becoming a sergeant. He was a WWII veteran serving in the European Theatre and would defend
our nation at Normandy and Bastogne. After his military service he would return to Brownsville
and began a long career in the auto industry.

He would relocate to Weslaco and worked for Ed Payne Motors as service manager and was Ed's
right hand man. When most people retire, he went on to work for Burton Auto another 26 years
and handled almost everything and anything that needed to be done, from managing to counter
sales. In the meantime, he raised two families.

He would have eight children in total. Surviving children are Dr. Genaro Coronado Lopez (Lee),
Steve ] Lopez (Yolanda), Sylvia Saenz (David), and Rosalinda Trevino (Ovidio) from his first
marriage, then Angela Pena (Dr. Pablo), Ida Diedrich (Tom), Jose Lopez (Soundra), from his
second.

As hard as Genaro worked, he would still come home and play with the children. He also enjoyed
fishing and picnics at Delta Lake. He loved being a grandpa and would pick them up from school
and take them to the park to play. He loved boxing and football and would enjoy watching both
sports with his children.
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The kids fondly remember that he loved to teach them about freedom and defending freedom.
This was very important to him and he was determined to instill this in his children.

He is preceded in death by his parents, his wife, Rosa Elena Ramirez-Lopez, his son Ruben Lopez,
his brothers, Juan B Lopez, Santiago Lopez, and Benito Lopez.

Serving as pallbearers will be Thomas Michael Diedrich, Brandon Diedrich, Tom Diedrich, Joe
Lopez, Nicholas Torres, Ruben Joseph Lopez, and Ruben Lee Gonzalez, Dr. Genaro Lopez Sr.,
and Alex Carmona.
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Williams Family posted:

Condolences to the Lopez family. Our thoughts and prayers go out to your whole family. Psalms
147:3 says God, "heals the broken hearted, and binds up their wounds." May God bring you comfort
and peace.

June 21 at 9:51 AM

Williams Family posted:

Condolences to the Lopez family. Our thoughts and prayers go out to your whole family. Psalms
147:3 says God, "heals the broken hearted, and binds up their wounds." May God bring you comfort
and peace.

June 21at 9:51 AM

Vidal Balli posted:

My Dad introduced me to Mr. Lopez back in the 60's when he worked for Ed Payne. | was in my late
teens but | could see that Mr. Lopez was a man that other men looked up to including my Dad.

June 10 at 3:46 AM

Vidal Balli posted:

My Dad introduced me to Mr. Lopez back in the 60's when he worked for Ed Payne. | was in my late
teens but | could see that Mr. Lopez was a man that other men looked up to including my Dad.

June 10 at 3:46 AM

Genaro Lopez posted:

Here is a link to the Oral History that is recorded at the VOCES program at the University of
Texas/Austin: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/voces/template-stories-indiv.html?
work_urn=urn:utlol:wwlatin.931&work_title=Lopez, Genaro RIP, Papi! Genaro Lopez, PhD.

June 8 at 9:59 AM
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Genaro Lopez posted:
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June 8 at 9:59 AM

Barb Diedrich posted:

| have many memories of Mr Lopez. We would see each other at the many family gatherings over the
years. Early on he nicknamed me Grandma and therefore | would call him Grandpa. We have had that
title for 25 years or more. | will miss him but | know he was getting tired and our good Lord called him
to his flock. He is at peace. God bless his soul. Barb Diedrich

June 8 at 3:57 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Genaro by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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